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1. Program Overview
The Advanced Reconnaissance and Electronic Systems (ARES) program represents a multi-phase initiative under NSC Contract Vehicle CV-2019-0047 to develop next-generation signals collection and electronic warfare support capabilities for joint operational environments. ARES is structured across three developmental phases spanning FY2020 through FY2026.
2. Program Objectives
· Deliver a modular, software-defined signals intelligence (SIGINT) collection platform capable of operating across denied and contested environments
· Integrate legacy sensor architecture with modernized data fusion pipelines under the HERALD subsystem
· Achieve Initial Operational Capability (IOC) no later than Q2 FY2025
· Maintain compliance with NSC Information Assurance standards per NSC-IA-4400
3. Current Status — FY2023 Q3
Phase 1 development is complete. Phase 2 integration testing is ongoing at the primary contractor facility. Key milestones achieved to date include completion of the RF subsystem prototype, successful bench testing of the data link layer, and delivery of the System Requirements Review (SRR) documentation package to the NSC program office.
Phase 2 risks currently tracked at medium level include supply chain delays affecting three subcomponent vendors and a six-week schedule slip on the HERALD network interface module.
4. Distribution
This document is authorized for distribution to NSC program office personnel, cleared contractors operating under CV-2019-0047, and designated government liaisons only. Reproduction or transmission outside authorized channels is prohibited under NSC-P-2200.
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